that prevents the occurrence of arrhythmias [5] . A rise in tance to remember that, in the presence of the powerful serum potassium with beta-blocker treatment is not seen in stimulus of ischaemia, the addition of an arrhythmogenic conscious animals since it is a secondary consequence of stimulus of sympathetic activity would have only an acute surgery and anaesthesia.
additive effect or no effect. However, in the presence of When the activity of the sympathetic system is blocked the limited arrhythmogenic stimulus of infarction, sympaby various drugs, including the classical blocker of neurothetic stimulation may well have a synergistic effect. This nal sodium channels, tetrodotoxin, no antiarrhythmic efspeculation could be specifically tested by using the Du et fects is seen against ischaemia-induced arrhythmias [6] .
al. [10] technique and rats with various sizes of ischaemic Nerve blockade in vivo is analogous to the situation when zone. isolated hearts are subjected to coronary occlusion; the
In conclusion, with a few additional experiments, it arrhythmias that occur are identical to those seen in intact should be possible to unequivocally describe the imporhearts [7, 8] .
tance of the sympathetic system in exacerbating or induc-A final piece of evidence is the study reported in this ing arrhythmias in rat hearts under the separate conditions issue of the journal [9] in which transplanted hearts were of ischaemia and infarction. It is assumed that such subject to myocardial ischaemia. It was found that arrhythfindings would be relevant to other species, and perhaps to mias in transplanted hearts were very similar to those man. occurring in normal innervated hearts, regardless of the age of the transplant and the degree of degeneration of the nervous system.
